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The Hebrews:
“The Children of Israel”

I. Israel’s influence on the West was great
	A. Israel, small in stature, but its faith & its values 
          created a Judeo-Christian West
1. More influence than the great empires like Persia
2. Question: How did Israel survive?
II. Origins of the Hebrews
	A. Nomadic Semitic people
	B. According to tradition:  All descended from 
         Abraham of Ur of the Chaldees
		1. Abe’s clan migrated to Canaan (Eastern Med. 
                 Sea Coast) ~ 1800 B.C.E.
		2. Many migrated to Egypt during a severe 
                drought (~1600 B.C.E.)
			a. Settled NE Delta region
			b. Lived peacefully with Egyptians
			c. Put into “bondage” by Ceti I & Ramses II
			d. Fled Egypt with Moses as leader and reunited 
                      with the others in Canaan
			  	 i. Had established 12 tribes
Sea peoples?		ii. Fought the evil Philistines for control
	C. The United Kingdom of Israel
		1. King Saul (~1020-1007 B.C.E.)
			a. First king of united tribes
			b. Fought Philistines who eventually killed him
		2. Ishbosheth (~1007-1005 B.C.E.)
		3. King David (1000-970 B.C.E.)
			a. Lieutenant of Saul (killed Goliath)
			b. Brought order after Saul’s death
			c. Defeated & pushed Philistines out of Canaan
			d. Defeated and executed many Moabites
			e. Made Jerusalem his capital
			f. Expanded Israel (to its greatest size) through 
                     increased  farming & building of cities
		4. King Solomon (970-930 B.C.E.)	
			a. Encouraged trade
			b. Strengthened his authority
			c. Built the Temple fortress of Jerusalem
				 i. Center of faith & kingdom
				ii. Housed Ark of the Covenant
					(1) Holder of Hebrew relics
					(2) Represents throne for God
			d. In the end, dissent tore his kingdom apart
	D. Two kingdoms
		1. Israel to the north
			a. Made up of ten of the twelve tribes
			b. Capital of Samaria
			c. King Ahab (869-850 B.C.E.)
				  i. Made alliances with Syrians to protect 
                            against the Assyrians 
				 ii. Continued tribute after Ahab’s death
				iii. In 722/721 B.C.E. Assyria destroyed Israel
				   	 (1) 10 tribes merged with other peoples 
					 (2)  Legendary “10 lost tribes” result
				iv. Judah survived mostly by paying tribute
		2. Judah to the south 
			a. Made up from the tribes of Judah & Benjamin
			b. Conquered in 586 B.C.E. 
			    by Nebuchadnezzar II
			c. Babylonian Captivity (587-538 B.C.E.)
				  i. Many Upper-class Hebrews taken 
                             back to Babylon
			 	 ii. Ended by Cyrus the Great of Persia
				iii. Ended Hebrew independence for centuries
III. Religious perspective
A. Polytheistic at first
	B. Yahweh, chief god of Israel
	C. Jewish Bible = Old Testament
		1. Created to teach the essential beliefs
		2. Pentateuch = first 5 books
			a. Cover creation to Canaan
			b. Includes the Torah or law code
			c. Shows interaction to obey God
	D. Three perspectives of Jewish religious significance
		1. Covenant = type of contract with one God only.
			a. Began with Abraham to Moses & the Exodus
 			b. Worship only one God
			c. One God would take care of them
		2. The Prophets
			a. Chosen by God to be his voice
			b. They reminded followers of the 
                      covenant and dissuaded polytheism
			c. Warned of retribution
				 i. Amos predicted Israel’s demise
				ii. Isaiah predicted Judah’s demise
			d. Predicted a one universal faith one day
“Beat swords	         and expressed concern for all humanity
into plowshares” 	e. An end to all warfare one day
3. Ethical 		f. Called for social justice and how the 
Monotheism       rich should aid the poor 
g. Taught to never bow to other gods, even 
 			    if under another nation’s rule
IV. Hebrew Social Structure
	A. Tribal to Kingdom 
		1. King and those who served him on top socially
		2. “People of the land” (artisans & farmers)
		3. Commerce done by foreigners (ex. Phoenicians)
		4. Diaspora (73 or 135 C.E.) forced the Jewish 
                people worldwide and many became merchants
	B. Patriarchal family 
		1. Dad had absolute power
		2. Family was by common blood
		3. Marriages were arranged for teens
		4. Goal of marriage was lots of kids
		5. Up to 18 wives for kings and 4 for wealthy males
		6. Monogamy became the norm
		7. Wives are faithful and dedicated
		8. Education
			a. Girls learned domestic things from mom
			b. Sons were taught by mom & then a trade by dad
V. Israelite Neighbors
	A. Philistines (Sea Peoples?) had 5 towns in the region
	B. Phoenicians
		1. Semitic sea traders
		2. Towns of Tyre, Sidon, & Byblos
			a. Traded papyrus from Byblos
			b. Greek word biblos = book
Baal		c. Other products included murex, glass, 
                      wine, cedars for ships
			d. Sailed the Mediterranean & west coast of Africa
			e. Established settlements in Sicily, Spain, 
                      Sardinia & Carthage on North Africa’s coast
			f. Phoenician Alphabet
Phonograms		  i. Eventually became the English alphabet
				 ii. Phoenician  Greeks  Etruscans  
                       			Romans (Latin)  English
				iii. Phoenician trade spread ideas and their 
                             alphabet around the Medit. Sea region
	C. Assyrians
		1. Originated in the upper Tigris region
		2. Originally Semitic people who survived under 
                 others’ rule (from Akkadians to Mitanni)
		3. Freedom came ~ 1360 B.C.E.
			a. Mitanni were destroyed by the Hittites
			b. Growth was slow over a 250 yr. period
		4. Tiglath-Pilesar I (1114-1076 B.C.E.) Son of Ashur-resh-ishi I	
			a. Used terror to build a mighty empire
King was 		b. Terror based upon bloody god of war, Ashur
Ashur on Earth	c.  Their empire rose for the next two centuries
		5. Continuous warfare and conquest occurred from
                Canaan through Mesopotamia (858-705 B.C.E.)
		6. Ashurbanipal (669-627 B.C.E.)
			a. Strife from within and without his empire
Brutality		b. Nobles created competing powers
rules a 		c. Conquered people like the Babylonians rose up
short time	d. Ninevah the capital fell in 612 B.C.E. to the 
                      Medes and Chaldeans	
		7. Assyrian Government
			a. A strong central king
				  i. Surrounded by loyal officials
				 ii. People very loyal as well
				iii. Supported by the state religion
			b. Great post system
				  i. Network of posting stages using
				     horses, mules and donkeys
				ii. Answers to messages within a week
			c. Military machine
Cyrus of Persia		  i. Years of experience and discipline
	vs.			 ii. Numbered in the 100s of 1000s
Assyrian Kings		iii. Maintained a standing infantry army
   (p. 44)			iv. Used two-wheeled chariots
 				 v. First to use iron throughout its military
Used guerrilla 		vi. Particularly adept at siege warfare
warfare when 	       vii. Used terror and brutality especially 
needed			        against subject peoples who rose up
		8. Society and Culture
			a. Policy of deporting the conquered to Assyria
				  i. Result was a polyglot society
				 ii. Assyrians remained separate through 
     faith (worshipped Ashur) and language
iii. A farming people with few large cities
iv. Trade was secondary to farming
	(1) Used grain, copper, bronze, silver 
            and gold as mediums of exchange
	(2) Based on their location, they also 
            acted as middlemen for distant nations
b. They adopted many Sumerian & Mesopotamian
    traits, including their gods and they saved 
    their books
c. Art reflected a masculine brutal world 
    revolving around the king, war, & hunting.
	D. Neo-Babylonian Empire (626-539 B.C.E.)
		1. Originated by the Semitic Chaldeans
		2. King Nabopolassar (626-605 B.C.E.) 	
			a. Allied with the neighboring Medes
			b. Smashed Ninevah in 612 B.C.E.
		3. King Nebuchadnezzar II (605-562 B.C.E.)
			a. Son of Nab. & ended all Assyrian power
			b. Made a new Babylonian Empire
			c. Conquered Egypt, Canaan, Syria, & Judah
				  i. Smashed Jerusalem
			 	 ii. Took many of the Jews into captivity
				iii. Made Babylon a magnificent city
					(1) Famous for its massive 8 mile wall 
                                   system and protective moat (Euphrates River)
					(2) Famed Ishtar Gate with the 
                                   Triumphal Way leading to the 
                                    precincts of the state deity, Marduk
					(3) Ziggurat called the Hanging Gardens
						(a) Built for the queen who
                                          missed her home mtns. of Media
						(b) Complete with terraced streams 
                                          and gardens
		4. King Nabonidus (555-539 B.C.E.) — No relation to Nebuch.
			a. Came to power as a usurper
			b. Influenced too much by his mom
				 i. Of the Assyrian city, Harran
				ii. She was the priestess of Sin, the Moon god
			c. Nab. worshipped Sin over Marduk
			d. Nab. seemed to prefer all things Sumerian
			e. Nab. was much hated by the people
		5. Cyrus II of Persia conquered Babylon in 539 B.C.E.
		     	a. He diverted the Euphrates River into a marsh
			b. He had soldiers rush into the city via the 
    dried river bed
c. Cyrus was perceived by many as a liberator
	E. Persian Empire 
		1. Persians were of Indo-European descent
			a. Clannish herders headed by petty kings
			b. The warriors were the nobility
			c. Originally vassals to their fellow Indo-
                      European neighbors, such as the Medes
		2. Cyrus “the Great” II (~590-529 B.C.E.)
			a. Minor king who unified his people under 
                      the Achaemenid Dynasty
			b. In 550 B.C.E. he conquered Media 
				  i. Made it the first satrapy (province)
				 ii. In 547 B.C.E. Lydia did likewise
				iii. He conquered Asia Minor, including the 
                              Ionian Greeks & went as far as western India
				iv. He entered Babylon in 539 B.C.E.
Title:  “King of All, great King, 	(1) He showed tolerance and justice
Mighty King, King of Babylon,  (2) Claimed descent from previous 
King of the Land of Sumer and 	      Babylonian Kings 
Akkad, King of the Four Rims,	(3) Freed the Jews from captivity and he the Son of Cambyses the Great          was their first Messiah
King, King		c.  Cyrus died in 530 during a campaign to 
of Anshan”		        subjugate Massagetae (Iranian Confederation)
			d. Life recounted by Herodotus (484-425 B.C.E.)
				  i. Portrayed Cyrus as wise & compassionate
				 ii. Supported local faiths and priests
				iii. Allowed local rulers with Persian oversight 
				iv. Allowed foreign military commanders 
				 v. He tried to create a world empire, 
                             using traditions of all peoples
		3. Post-Cyrus
			a. Cambyses II (530-522 B.C.E.)
				 i. Conquered Egypt & became 27th Dynasty
				ii. Made Memphis his capital for the satrapy
			     iii. Made pharaoh on 525 B.C.E.
			b. Darius I “the Great” (521-486 B.C.E.)
				 i. Fought a civil war to succeed 
				ii. Connected Mediterranean Sea & 
                            Red Sea with a canal
				iii. Consolidated power east to Indus River
				iv. Conquered Thrace north of Greece
				 v. Made the King of Macedonia a vassal
				vi. The one who had the revolt in Ionia in
                             499 B.C.E. & lost to the Greeks at 
                             Marathon in 490 B.C.E.
		4. The Persian Empire
			a. The largest yet in history
			b. 20 satrapies ruled by satraps
				  i. Acted as the king in his absence
				 ii. Hereditary Persian ruling positions 
	iii. Under-officials kept an eye on Satraps 
           with possible “king’s eyes” or “king’s 
           messengers” who did inspections
			c. A good road & post system as well
			d. The “Great King” was all powerful
				  i. Represented the Persian God, Ahura Mazda
				 ii. Splendid palaces at the capital of Susa
				     (Darius later moved the capital to Persepolis)
				iii. Excesses of the Persian King weakened 
                              the empire
					(1) High Taxes
					(2) Extravagant life styles (gold, & harems)
			e. “Million Man Army”
				  i. Huge professional military with cavalry & navy
				 ii. 10,000 Immortals who always 
      maintained their numbers
iii. Problem of the military being a polyglot
     (1) Language barrier for orders
     (2) Not enough good weapons and armor
			f. Zoroastrianism
(~ 660 B.C.E.)      	  i. Faith begun by Zoroaster/Zarathustra			 			 ii. Message contained in the Zend Avesta
				iii. One God Ahura Mazda (“Wise Lord”)
Truth vs. disorder		vs. Angra Mainyu (Ahriman)
					(1) Humans had free will 
as to whom to follow
					(2) One day goodness would triumph 
                                    over evil and all would be judged
					(3) Paradise for the good and an abyss 
                                   of torment for evildoers
				iv. Eventually Persian nature gods 
     combined with the faith 
Future mystery god of Rome	(1) Including a sun god named Mithra
	(2) Eventually Zoroastrianism became 
            the true monotheistic faith of today

				
